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This monthly report contains key details on TBCs work with displaced communities inline with our

108,377 Refugees in camp provided with assistance, including food

PRIORITISE THE
HUMANITARIAN
IMPERATIVE

Refugees outside camp provided with emergency food and
shelter

New arrivals in camp this month (26.6% net increase since 2021
military coup)

Refugees resettled to third countries (via UNHCR
o procedure)

Patients enrolled in our supplementary fooding R E I N F O RC E
RESILIENCE

Refugees received nutrition education and BABYBRIGHT
3,234
formula

Refugees engaged in community loan program to
438 o
enhance their livelihoods

Food Card Shops

female

11 Refugee vendors supported in running 60% *

Local partners provided with technical assistance
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PROTECTION &

SAFER FUTURES

Refugees received training on Code of Conduct, PSEAH
and Child Protection Policy

Refugees supported to work for refugee led governance
mechanisms

Trainings for refugee governance mechanisms, civil
STRENGTHEN

society organisations and local partners took place with

LOCAL

GOVERNANCE 19

Meetings and consultations with camp residents and
camp-based staff
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The earthquake that struck Myanmar on March 28 added yet another layer of suffering to the country’s
ongoing crises, particularly affecting the cities of Sagaing, Mandalay, and Nay Pyi Taw. The number of
casualties remains unknown but could reach into the thousands. This natural disaster compounds the man-
made crisis that has gripped the country since the military coup in February 2021.

Although both sides declared a temporary ceasefire until after the Buddhist New Year, the State
Administration Council (SAC) has reportedly violated the agreement multiple times. The earthquake has
further destabilized the situation. In a rare move, the junta leader called for international assistance.
Regional actors responded swiftly, but extreme heat and unsafe working conditions severely hampered
rescue operations. Despite the challenges, several individuals were pulled from the rubble alive, even five
days after the quake. Experts estimate that the final death toll could be as high as 10,000.

Fighting continued throughout the month despite the disaster. While opposition forces declared a
unilateral ceasefire following the earthquake, SAC airstrikes persisted across several areas.

On the battlefield, the Arakan Army (AA), the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), and the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) made territorial gains. However, the situation in Karenni State remained
volatile, with the opposition coalition forced to retreat from the state capital, Loikaw.

Meanwhile, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing visited Russia, where he met with President Vladimir Putin
and secured an agreement for the construction of a nuclear reactor, as well as the development of deep-sea
port facilities in Dawei. He also traveled to Belarus and used the trip to announce that national elections
will be held either in December this year or in January 2026.
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In the first half of the month, Thai authorities—reportedly
under pressure from China—intensified efforts to dismantle
scam call centers operating along the border. With support from
the Border Guard Force (BGF) and the Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army (DKBA), both aligned with the Myanmar
junta, numerous individuals of various nationalities were
rescued. However, these scam centers are large, mobile, and
easily relocated within Myanmar or even across borders,
making them difficult to eliminate entirely. Still, recent
developments suggest that Thai authorities—both civilian and
military—have severed support to these operations, cutting off
internet access and electricity, signaling a significant shift.

On the domestic political front, Thailand’s prime minister
survived a no-confidence motion launched by the opposition.
Although the main target was her father, the result of the vote
reaffirmed his position as the second most powerful figure in
the country, after the monarch. His growing influence suggests
that he may play an increasingly pivotal role in shaping both
Thailand’s internal affairs and its foreign policy—particularly
with regard to the ongoing crisis in Myanmar.

Thailand's approach to Myanmar remains vague and highly
conservative. It appears aligned with China’s strategy:
supporting the organisation of elections under junta leadership
and maintaining General Min Aung Hlaing as the sole official
interlocutor. He has been invited to attend the BIMSTEC
summit in Bangkok in early April, further underscoring this
stance.

The 7.7 magnitude earthquake also impacted Bangkok, despite
the capital being over 1,000 kilometres from the epicenter. This
disaster has only compounded the already dire humanitarian
situation in Myanmar, where over 20 million people are in need
of assistance. With cuts to U.S. funding and reduced financial
support from other donors—due to global instability and a
renewed focus on defense and security—there is a growing risk
that hundreds of thousands of people could be pushed toward
the Thai border.

If such a scenario unfolds, the concept of “safe zones” will need
to be urgently revisited, and the Thai government will likely
have to engage in direct negotiations with the SAC to manage
the humanitarian fallout.
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REFUGEES RIGHT TO WORK

At the FCCT, in Parliament, and in meetings with a large group of diplomats, the Executive Director
(ED) expressed the TBC’s concern over the lack of funds to maintain support for refugees at the
previous levels. The primary alternative being considered is allowing eligible residents of the camps to
work outside. A survey conducted by TBC staff revealed that nearly 50% of working-age residents are
willing to seek employment outside the camps. One week's wage from external employment is
equivalent to the amount TBC currently provides to a family head for an entire month.

A practical and pragmatic solution needs to be determined by the authorities. TBC has proposed that
refugees who are able and willing to work outside should be issued temporary documentation,
permitting them to move outside the camps within a limited area, such as the district or province where
the camp is located.

TBC has been actively working to secure grants from new donors to offset the funding shortfall.
However, most Western countries are currently prioritizing defense and security issues, leaving less
funding available for humanitarian or development aid.

If you would like to donate to TBC to support our work in helping
displaced people, please use this QR code.
This is for Thai banks only. If you want to donate from an international

bank account, please visit

imaruasinasnautasifan
Biller ID : 099400020814690

To contact TBC, please email


https://www.theborderconsortium.org/donate/
mailto:tbc@theborderconsortium.org

