
 

 

The Border Consortium: 2026 New Year’s Statement 

2025 presented unprecedented challenges for refugees and for the humanitarian system that 
supports them. Along the Thailand–Myanmar border, severe funding interruptions forced reductions 
of food for many refugees living in camps. 2026 will see even greater challenges.  

TBC’s current funding levels remain insufficient to provide food assistance to the majority of 
refugees living in the camps. Given these budget constraints, TBC’s priority is to ensure that the 
most vulnerable refugees, those unable to work or support themselves due to age, disability, or 
protection-related concerns, continue to receive adequate food assistance. As the situation currently 
stands, more than 80 percent of the over 104,000 refugees will not receive food assistance from 
early 2026 onwards. We recognise that this places many other refugees in extremely difficult 
circumstances. TBC has been working intensively to secure additional funding; however, the 
resources secured to date fall far short of the approximately USD 1.3 million required each month to 
provide food and cooking fuel for over 100,000 refugees. 

Over the past several months, TBC has worked closely with refugee communities to ensure they are 
informed and prepared for these changes in assistance. The situation remains fluid, and discussions 
with donors are ongoing as we continue to seek additional funding to restore food assistance for 
refugees. As a result, there may be fluctuations in the number of refugees able to receive assistance 
over the coming year. Refugees will continue to receive timely updates on any changes to TBC’s 
services or assistance provisions. 

There were, however, important positive developments in 2025. Policy reforms enacted by the Royal 
Thai Government allow most refugees to access lawful employment for the first time. This shift 
towards greater self-reliance of refugees is vital in the context of declining humanitarian funding. 
This reform creates new opportunities for refugees to support themselves outside the limitations of 
the humanitarian system.   

While new opportunities exist for some refugees, displacement continues. For every refugee who 
leaves the camps to seek employment, far more are displaced by ongoing conflict in Myanmar. In 
the nation’s southeast, more than 1.5 million people remain internally displaced, facing continued 
attacks on schools, hospitals, and their homes. Support for conflict affected communities in 
Myanmar is needed more than ever.   

The challenges ahead are substantial. However, we want to reassure refugee communities and our 
partners that TBC is here to stay. Founded 41 years ago to work alongside refugees from 
southeastern Myanmar, TBC remains committed to that mission. We do not work elsewhere in the 
world. We have been here since the beginning, and we will continue to stand with displaced 
communities on the Thai-Myanmar border as long as we are needed. 
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